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Investing in our parks 
The Town Council is continuing its programme of investment in our parks with the rebuilding of 
the toilet block in Parson's Close. 

The new facilities will include 5 individual cubicles, each with 
wash basins and a hand dryer. The cubicles will be  accessible 
only from the outside, improving security and privacy. One of 
the cubicles will be a disabled WC with baby change facility, 
and there will be additional storage and first aid.   

Cllr David Bowater commented "Parson's Close is the Town's 
premier park and was given a national Green Flag Award last 
July. In the summer, the park is packed with people using the 
Splash 'n' Play, skate park and sitting around the band stand. 
The toilets were long in need of a make over and I am sure 
the public will be delighted with the new building."   

The building work will last for 16 weeks starting in January, 
and is due to be completed for the new Summer season. 

New community facilities for southern Leighton Buzzard 

Central Bedfordshire Council has made money available to enable the Sandhills Community House to remain open 
until August, pending the opening of the new Greenfields Independent Living Facility in Summer 2016. 

Greenfields' community rooms will be available for community groups to use, and it is hoped that a number of 
groups currently run from the Community House will transfer there.  

Later in the year, the new station for Leighton Buzzard Narrow 
Gauge Railway will open, which will provide further community 
facilities for the town. Volunteers have raised over £300,000 to 
cover the building costs, and are continuing to raise funds to equip 
the building.  

Cllr Ray Berry commented "The railway is a very popular attraction and 
brings many visitors to the town. It is commendable that the volunteers 
have raised the funds to make their plans a reality. Over the coming 
months, this, together with Greenfields, will add to the excellent facilities 
already available in southern Leighton Buzzard." 

From your Conservative Central Bedfordshire Councillors 

Cllr Ray Berry, Cllr David Bowater and Cllr Amanda Dodwell 



CARING AND CAMPAIGNING FOR OUR COMMUNITY 

KEEP FIT AT PAGES PARK 

www.facebook.com/

LeightonSouth 

Want to lose some of that excess weight put on 

over Christmas and get in shape for the new year 

ahead? Why not visit the new gym equipment in 

Pages Park. There are six new pieces of equipment 

including a treadmill and rowing machine.  

Cllr Amanda Dodwell said "I enjoy taking my son to 

play in the park and it is really good news that there 

is now equipment which can be used by people of 

all ages." 
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Council Tax 

The Government’s financial settlement for Central Bed-
fordshire Council has been significantly reduced, and 
comes with an expectation that Council Tax will rise annu-
ally for the next 4 years. Facing a loss of 5.7%, any rise in 
Council Tax up to the maximum of 3.95% will leave a fund-
ing gap that will have to be met from reserves. 

Over the past 5 years, Central Bedfordshire Council has 
maintained services while freezing Council Tax. This has 
been achieved through £75 million of efficiencies since 
2009. Looking to the future, we aim to make further effi-
ciencies: our target is to find £15 million in 2016/17, and 
£45 million over the next 4 years. 

It is therefore very frustrating that despite the hard work 
of staff and colleagues to find efficiencies across the Coun-
cil, we find ourselves obliged to increase Council Tax simply 
to plug the gap due to cuts in Government funding. We are 
committed to delivering value for money to residents and 
will continue to work for further efficiencies and service 
improvements. 

Cllr James Jamieson - Leader, Central Bedfordshire Council 
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