
 

For the fifth consecutive year, the total Council Tax paid to Central 
Bedfordshire and Leighton Linslade Town Councils is to remain 
unchanged whilst maintaining front line services. 

Over the past year, the both Councils have continued to invest in the 
local community. 

 Astral Park – LLTC invested £400K to provide enhanced community 
facilities. 

 Mentmore Pavillion – Over £150K was used to completely refurbish 
this well used community building. 

 Play Areas – a number of children’s play areas have undergone a 
complete over refurbishment, including Nicholson Drive, Danes 
Field and Weston Avenue. 

 Refurbishment of Leighton Buzzard Library and Tiddenfoot Leisure 
Centre – to provide enhanced facilities for visitors. 

Cllr Amanda Dodwell commented “We are very proud of our record on 

both Leighton Linslade Town and Central Bedfordshire Councils. Over 

the past few years many local councils have been cutting back, but 

through careful financial management over the years we have not only 

maintained all front line services, but have continued to invest in capital 

projects across the town.” 
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After the success of last year’s beach in Parsons 
Close, it is set to return for summer 2015, and there 
are plans afoot to make the beach a permanent 
feature over the next few years. 

Cllr Ray Berry said “I was really pleased to be able to 

open the beach last year, and I was delighted to see it 

being used throughout the whole summer by children 

of all ages. The Council is looking at making the beach 

a permanent feature – part of our plans to make 

Parsons Close a destination park for families - but in 

the meantime it will return for summer 2015.” 

PARSONS CLOSE BEACH 

Cllr Ray Berry, Cllr David Bowater and Cllr Amanda Dodwell 

After years of waiting, work is about to start on the 
construction of the A5-M1 link road. This new road 
will provide a direct route from the A5 south of 
Hockliffe to the M1, joining the motorway at a new 
junction north of Luton. 

Cllr David Bowater said “Central Bedfordshire Council 

is delighted to see the imminent start of this project. 

The Council has been able to contribute £50m to part 

fund this scheme, which will directly benefit the 

residents of Leighton Linslade and the wider area. 

This will relieve congestion on the A5 through 

Dunstable, and will significantly reduce travel times 

between Leighton Buzzard and London.” 

A5 - M1 LINK ROAD 
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COUNCIL TAX FROZEN 

Pictured (L to R): Cllrs Bowater, Berry and Dodwell on the new bridge to Astral Park 



CBC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 
Following the recent rejection of Central 

Bedfordshire Council’s Development 

Strategy by the Planning Inspectorate, 

Leighton Buzzard South Councillors have 

restated their determination to stop 

further developments in the town to 

meet Luton’s housing needs. 

The Planning Inspectorate has rejected 

the Development Strategy on the 

grounds that CBC has failed in its duty to 

co-operate with neighbouring local 

authorities. Labour-run Luton Borough 

Council objected to the Development 

Strategy as they cannot meet their 

projected need for housing, and want 

CBC to take all of their shortfall - which 

could mean hundreds more houses in 

Leighton-Linslade. 

Cllr Amanda Dodwell commented 

“Leighton-Linslade has already had to 

tolerate thousands of new homes and 

planned developments, much against the 

will of local residents and Councillors. 

Any increase in the amount of housing 

allocated to meet the needs of Luton 

would see more houses being built in our 

town.” 

Cllr Ray Berry added “All Councillors 

representing Leighton-Linslade should be 

appalled at the actions of Luton Borough 

Council. CBC’s Development Strategy 

struck a delicate balance between 

meeting local demand for housing and 

protecting us from over development, 

whilst also recognising our duty to co-

operate with neighbouring authorities. I 

believe we, CBC, had put forward a fair 

and equitable proposal which would 

meet both the needs and aspirations of 

our Town. Thanks to Luton Borough 

Council our residents will now be ignored 

unless this decision is challenged in law.” 

In response to comments by the leader of 

the Labour group on the Town Council, 

Cllr David Bowater said “It is surprising 

that any resident would support the 

Inspector’s decision, but it is deeply 

disappointing that the leader of the Town 

Council’s Labour Group should so clearly 

advocate the allocation of more housing 

to meet the needs of Labour run Luton 

Borough Council against the wishes of 

the town.” 

Speaking in the local press, Cllr Dodwell 

gave this defiant message: “Let me be 

very clear: we do not need and we do not 

want any more development in our town. 

We have done our bit and we cannot 

take any more.” 

CARING AND CAMPAIGNING FOR OUR COMMUNITY 

I know it has been tough over the last few years as the UK moves towards living within its means. We cannot continue to leave our 

unpaid credit card bill as a country to our children. The sacrifice and determination of the British people have seen the deficit cut by half, 

income tax cut for over 25 million people, 1.7 million more people in work, the state pension increased by £800, more children in good 

and outstanding schools and over 70,000 families with a home thanks to ‘Help to Buy.’ The A5-M1 link road is being built, Central 

Bedfordshire College is being rebuilt, and Luton and Dunstable Hospital is planning a £150 million re-development. A new £4 million 

construction and engineering skills centre is being built in Leighton Buzzard and 4,000 more seats have been provided by London 

Midland. A new station lift will be open imminently. The Government, Central Bedfordshire Council are making real progress for the area, 

long may it continue. 

A MESSAGE FROM ANDREW SELOUS MP 

If you have a problem or concern call us on one of the numbers below ... intouch 

 

 

Cllr Ray Berry 

Tel: 0300 300 8507 

raymond.berry@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

 

 

Cllr David Bowater 

Tel: 0300 300 8510 

david.bowater@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

 

 

Cllr Amanda Dodwell 

Tel: 0300 300 8519 

amanda.dodwell@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

 

South West Bedfordshire Conservative Assocation, 

Wentworth House, 

High Street North, 

Dunstable, 

LU6 1JJ 

www.swbca.co.uk 

Contacts  

www.facebook.com/

LeightonSouth 

mailto:raymond.berry@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:david.bowater@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:amanda.dodwell@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk

