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Not just any retail park but ... 
We are delighted that Claymore Phoenix, the developers of the Grovebury Road Retail Park, have confirmed that a Marks & Spencer 

Foodhall will be coming to Leighton Buzzard. The Foodhall will mean between 55 and 60 new jobs in Leighton Buzzard. 

Councillor Ray Berry commented “This is fantastic news for the Town. M&S is one of the UK’s most popular stores and the additional 

jobs that the Company will bring will be welcomed by residents. Having national names like Marks and Spencer will mean that people 

are encouraged to shop and spend their money locally rather than travelling to Milton Keynes, Luton or Aylesbury.” 

The Retail Park is due to open in the New Year and other stores on the site will include Pets at Home, B&M Retail, KFC, Subway, and 

Topps Tiles.   

From your Conservative Central Bedfordshire Councillors 

Cllr Ray Berry, Cllr David Bowater and Cllr Amanda Dodwell  

If you would like to learn more about the Council and the role of a Councillor, please contact us using the details overleaf.  

Alternatively, come along to one of the Council’s public meetings at The White House on Hockliffe Street to see the Council in action. 

Supporting the thin blue line 

Since the public meeting back in the Summer, councillors have continued to work with Bedfordshire Police to ensure the concerns of 

residents are being listened to and addressed.  

Central Bedfordshire Council has also been working in partnership with the Police to tackle the problem of street drinkers and anti social 

behaviour in the Town Centre. Over the Summer, Anti Social Behaviour Contracts were taken out 

against young people who had been causing a nuisance in Town.  In October, an injunction lasting 

two years was also taken out against seven named individuals, meaning that they are not allowed 

to drink, vomit or urinate in the Town Centre. If they breach these conditions then they are liable 

to be arrested and to be taken back to court. Cllr Amanda Dodwell commented that “It is really 

sad that, despite putting in place support to help these individuals to change their behaviour, it 

has been necessary to take these measures. However, this action shows that both the Council and 

the Police are committed to making sure that our Town is a pleasant place to shop and work.” 



CARING AND CAMPAIGNING FOR OUR COMMUNITY 

Improving our parks 

www.facebook.com/

LeightonSouth 

Central Bedfordshire Council - LB South 

Leighton Linslade Town Council 

Cllr Ray Berry 

Tel: 0300 300 8507 

raymond.berry@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

Cllr Amanda Dodwell 

Tel: 0300 300 8519  

amanda.dodwell@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

Cllr David Bowater 

Tel: 0300 300 8510  

david.bowater@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

Brooklands Ward  Grovebury Ward  

Cllr David Bowater 

david.bowater@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

Cllr Carol Chambers 

carol.chambers@leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk 

Cllr Amanda Dodwell  

amanda.dodwell@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

Cllr James Davies  

james.davies@leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk 

Leston Ward  Cllr Farzana Kharawala  

farzana.kharawala@leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk 

Cllr  Steve Cotter 

stephen.cotter@leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk 

Cllr Syed Rahman 

syed.rahman@leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk 

A word from our MP … 

Bedfordshire Police funding has been unfairly reduced since the 

last government introduced ‘damping’ in 2004. This means that 

Bedfordshire Police gets £3.3 million less every year than we 

should according to the national police funding formula. If we 

had this money we could have another 95 officers on our 

streets. This is wrong and I continue to campaign for fair fund-

ing. The Chancellor referred to the representations I and others 

have made in his budget speech. I am continuing to lobby on 

this issue in the run up to the police funding settlement in De-

cember. 

Current traveller policy does not work well for settled residents 

or for traveller children who have the worst education out-

comes of any group. This issue is extremely urgent and very 

serious as the current policy is having devastating impacts on 

some people’s lives. I have held three debates in Parliament on 

this issue over the last four years and continue to set out alter-

natives to the current failed policy of false compassion. Segre-

gation has failed and we should have a policy of integration 

leading to good community cohesion and equality under the 

law. 

Our local economy remains buoyant with Central Bedford-

shire’s brilliant businesses having created 19,000 jobs over the 

last five years and with an employment rate of 82%, well above 

the national average of 75%. Every one of those jobs represents 

the security of a pay packet for a local family. Zero hours con-

tracts represent only 2.4% of all jobs and there are 100,000 less 

of them in the last year. Income inequality continues to fall. 

Mobile phone coverage for O2 has been poor in the town for a 

long time. I have met with O2’s chief technology officer and the 

Bedfordshire Chamber of Commerce to ask for improvements 

which I have been told are expected shortly. 

Andrew Selous MP 

The Town Council continues to make improvements in our parks. Linslade Rec has had a 

complete face lift, with the addition of a community garden and new play equipment. The 

much-loved bandstand in Parson’s Close Recreation Ground has been completely refur-

bished, as the old wooden balustrades were past their best. Shortly, the Council will also 

commence work on the pavilion in Pages Park. The pavilion currently hosts a Play Cafe, foot-

ball, croquet and youth groups, but it badly needs updated shower and kitchen areas, and 

general maintenance. Cllr David Bowater said “Many residents enjoy listening to the bands 

each Summer and will be 

pleased to see the restoration of 

the bandstand. Linslade Rec is 

one of the first parts of Leighton that people see on leaving the station, so I am 

delighted to see the improvements there and I am sure the children will enjoy 

the new play equipment. I am also looking forward to seeing the plans for the 

upgrade at Pages Pavilion.”  
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