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intouch 
Working Together to Defeat Crime ... 
Councillors share all your concerns about the impacts that anti-social behaviour from 
youngsters, vehicle crime and burglaries are having across our community. Cllr Amanda 
Dodwell commented, “Whilst I fully acknowledge the funding constraints which Beds 
Police are operating under, together with the exceptional demands which Luton places 
on service provision, Leighton Buzzard is the third largest town in the county. It is not 
acceptable that our residents’ lives are being blighted by having their cars broken into, 
their homes burgled, or having to experience anti-social behaviour in the Town Centre. 
We will keep fighting to ensure that Leighton’s needs are not overlooked.” 
 
Whilst we completely understand residents’ frustrations, we would urge everyone not to take the law into your own hands, but to work with 
the Police by reporting crimes, either by ringing 999 / 101 or at https://www.bedfordshire.police.uk/report/Report-Shared/Report-a-crime 
 
Following June’s successful Police Engagement Day, we will keep residents regularly updated on developments on Policing via our Facebook 
page at https://www.facebook.com/LeightonSouth 
 

... And Keeping Watch 
 
To assist the Police, councillors and residents from across Leighton Linslade have come 
forward to join the local Watch Schemes, mainly Street Watch and Speed Watch. In 
support of these activities, LLTC has funded the purchase of the latest Speed Watch 
equipment, for use within the Parish, and personal radios to link the Street Watch teams 
to both the Police and the Town’s traders partaking in the Shop Watch scheme. If you 
would like to get involved, please contact Cllr  Berry, Bowater or Dodwell using the 
details overleaf.  

From your Conservative Central Bedfordshire Councillors 

Cllr Ray Berry, Cllr David Bowater and Cllr Amanda Dodwell  

If you would like to learn more about the Council and the role of a Councillor, please contact us using the details overleaf.  

Alternatively, come along to one of the Council’s public meetings at The White House on Hockliffe Street to see the Council in action. 

Investing in Young People 

The Town Council has set aside £150,000 for 

a grant scheme to invest in youth organisa-

tions working with 11-19 year olds across 

the Town. Applications for grants opened in 

January and close in November.  

Cllr David Bowater commented “We are lucky in Leighton Buzzard to have so many 

committed and hard-working volunteers who give up their free time to encourage the 

next generation. This scheme allows the Council to support their valuable work and 

increase the opportunities for our youngsters to take part in a wide range of activi-

ties.”  

As we write, grants of just over £50,000 have recently been made.  

Stop Press 

Work towards the opening to the public of the 

landscaped surroundings at Pratt’s Lake, a fea-

ture of the Planning Approval, is underway. The 

developer, Arnold White Estates, is currently 

erecting grazing fences. Once these are in place, 

the livestock will be brought in as a part of the 

overall maintenance programme, then the land 

can be opened for public access.  



CARING AND CAMPAIGNING FOR OUR COMMUNITY 

Fortnightly bin collections here to stay .... 

www.facebook.com/

LeightonSouth 

Central Bedfordshire Council - LB South 

Retail Park Coming Soon 

Councillors are delighted to see the buildings going up on the Grovebury Road Retail Park. 

The Park is due to open later this year and a number of national names including Wickes, 

KFC and Marks and Spencer Simply Food are expected to be tenants.  

Cllr Amanda Dodwell commented that “The Retail Park will be a real boost to Leighton Buz-

zard in terms of jobs and investment. Our Town Centre has real character and many unique 

shops; however, currently many of our residents do not shop in Leighton Buzzard, prefer-

ring to shop at the many retail parks in Milton Keynes, Aylesbury and Luton. Hopefully, the 

addition of  these larger retailers will encourage them to shop locally, with the businesses 

on the Retail Park complementing the existing Town Centre offer.”  

Leighton Linslade Town Council 

Cllr Ray Berry 

Tel: 0300 300 8507 

raymond.berry@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

Cllr Amanda Dodwell 

Tel: 0300 300 8519  

amanda.dodwell@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

Cllr David Bowater 

Tel: 0300 300 8510  

david.bowater@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

Brooklands Ward  Grovebury Ward  

Cllr David Bowater 

david.bowater@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

Cllr Carol Chambers 

carol.chambers@handyperson.co.uk 

Cllr Amanda Dodwell  

amanda.dodwell@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

Cllr James Davies  

james.davies@leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk 

Leston Ward  Cllr Farzana Kharawala  

farzana.kharawala@leightonlinslade-tc.gov.uk 

Cllr  Steve Cotter 

stephencotter@btinternet.com  

Cllr Syed Rahman 

syedrahman60@hotmail.co.uk 

A word from our MP … 

We are giving effect to the democratic decision of people in the 
EU referendum and believe that our shared values interests 
and ambitions can bring us together as a country. I am keeping 
in touch with businesses in the town on how Brexit will affect 
them.  

I am acutely aware of the need to provide enough housing that 
is affordable so younger generations can get a decent home in 
the way their parents did.  The Government and Central Bed-
fordshire Council are working together to make this happen. 

I have recently called on the Police and Crime Commissioner 
and Chief Constable of Bedfordshire Police to restore the front 
line police officers (first responders) to Leighton Buzzard and 
Dunstable police stations, as used to be the case before Octo-
ber 2012.  I am also calling on the Government to reverse the 
unfair interpretation of the national police funding formula 
which has treated Bedfordshire unfairly since 2004. 

I believe the recent increase in the NHS budget will equip us to 
deal with our ageing population and I have also been working 
on reform of social care funding in Parliament. I am also looking 
at how we can ensure quicker access to get to see a GP. 

I was delighted to see that 82% of six-year-olds in Central Bed-
fordshire met the expected level in reading last year compared 
with only 55% in 2012.  The new Engineering and Construction 
Skills Centre will also help provide the talented workforce we 
need in years to come. 

There has been, on average over 1000 more people in work 
every day since 2010 and 70% of this rise in employment has 
been in higher skilled occupations and the majority of employ-
ment growth since last year has been permanent full time 
jobs.  South West Bedfordshire has seen a fall in the unem-
ployed claimant count over 70% since 2010. The richest 5% are 
also paying a greater share of taxes. 

Andrew Selous MP 

plus free garden waste collection 

 
The Council has listened to over 15,000 resi-
dents who took part in the recent consulta-
tion on bin collections. The fortnightly black 
bin collection will be retained and garden 
waste will continue to be collected free of 
charge. 

Cllr Ray Berry commented "I am delighted 
that the Council has listened to residents and 
that the black bin collection and garden waste 
collection will continue unchanged. I am 
equally pleased that the Council are taking 
the opportunity to enhance the service by 
introducing  a separate food waste collection, 
a choice of bag or green bin for garden waste, 
and a commitment to explore options for 
glass collection."  
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